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TO THE 
ADMIRERS or HORACE 
L . THIS. LITTLE DISSERTATION, 
WHICH SEBZKS NO OTHER 
DISTINGTION. „ 
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T N conſidering any particular diſcovery, or im- 


1 provement, our curioſity is naturally excited to 


be informed of the circumſtances, which have chief- 


ly contributed to it: on the preſent occaſion there- 


fore, we are led to remark the liberality and true 


greatneſs of mind, which ſeveral of the ſovereigns 
of Europe have lately evinced, by cauſing a diligent 


and 
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3 ON TWO ODE S 


and accurate examination to be made of the Manv- 


SCRIPTS in their private, as well as public, Libraries. 


Theſe enlarged views and a truly royal deeds have 5 
a juſt claim to the higheſt prai.e, and will, without 


doubt, inſure the approbation and applauſes of poſte- 
rity: for it muſt be acknowledged, that the permit- 
: ing of thoſe repoſitories of antient literature to be 
= opened and ſcrutinized, for the benefit of the world | 
in. general, is confeſſedly, next to the eſtabliſhment | 


of academies or ſocieties of learned men, the felt 


teſtimony that could be given of the friendly diſpo- 
| ſition of thoſe princes to the advancement of knows 


Of the great number of manuſcripts, prin Are 


hoarded 3 in the various libraries of Europe, a pretty 


good idea may be formed, from a view of the cata- 


e that have been dale during the courle-of 
the 
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the laſt, and preſent century; and there are undoubt- 


edly many collections, the contents of which are 


wholly unknown, 


It is ſincerely to be wiſhed, that the method, which 


1s now followed in France, in the examination of 


the MS8. of the king's library, ſhould be adopted i in 
every part of Europe; and, inſtead of publiſhing a 


mere catalogue, which 1 may be done by any librarian 


ol ſufficient induſtry, that ſeveral of the firſt charac- 
: ters for learning and abilities ſhould be employed i in” 
' this undertaking, to the end that each curious MS, 


may undergo a careful and diſtinct examination. 


In this toilſome employment, the mind, being 


continually occupied with the hopes of ſome ſignal 


and attention, that will greatly contribute to eaſe the 
labour of it: and if theſe reſearches ſhould happily 2 
F 


termin ate 


diſcovery, will feel a powerful ſtimulus to diligence 
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10 O N AWO %o DES 
terminate in bringing to 1 ght an entire Livy or Ta- 
citus, how amply will the trouble and expences of 
them be rewarded. 


This expectation muſt not be conſidered as alto- 
gether chimerical, for it would appear from John of 
Saliſbury's Policraticus, and ſome other writings of 
the ſame date, that there exiſted i in the twelfth centu- 
ry ſeveral works of claſſic authors, which we do not 
poſſeſs at this day. It is faid that the libraries of 
Sweden and Denmark contain many very ancient 
MSS; we muſt therefore hope that a thorough exa- 
mination of them will reſtore to the world ſeveral of 
thoſe works, the loſs of which has been ſo long u- 
mented. And here the diſcovery of Homer's Hymn | 
to Ceres, a few years ago, in the unclaſſical country 


of Muſcovy, deſerves to be remembered, as an oc- 


currence that was fingularly curious and furprizing. 


1 cannot 


or H eochk ac 11 

J cannot omit the preſent opportunity. of obſerv- 
ing, that a collection of MS. can only be truly 
valuable, as far as they are applied to correct the 
errors, to detect the interpolations, to ſupply the 
omiſſions, or to aſcertain the authenticity of ſuch 


parts of the printed copies, as have occaſioned diffi- 
culties to the ſcholar.” 


All MSS. muſt conſequently be eee until 
they ſhall have ſerved ſome one of theſe uſeful pur- 


poſes, as mere ALGAE Or waſte paper, which can be- 


ſtow no real honour on the curious poſſeſſor or pre- 
ſerver of them: if however a MS. ſhould be found to 


reſtore the genuine reading of cor rupted paſſages to 


remove the doubts of commentators, or to anſwer 
any of the intentions above mentioned, having at the 


ſame time every indiſputable mark of antiquity; then 


indeed i it becomes valuable; and it is this applicalin 
of it alone that lampe the value upon it le, 
B 8 5 Sever al 
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Several diſcoveries have of late years been made 


at Rome, under the auſpices of the ſovereign Pontiff, 
with which the learned are well acquainted: viz, of 
a fragment out of the XCI book of Livy; of a very 
curious Anacreon ; ; and of two whole chapters of the 
characters of T heophraſtus: but I am ſurprized that 
the appearance of two odes, which are aſcribed to 


Horace, ſhould not have excited more general atten- 


tion; as he is, moſt aſſuredly, the favorite author of 
” every man of taſte. 


It is therefore highly probable, that theſe Odes are 
as yet not much known in this country, (indeed no 
Other reaſon can be aſſigned for this general filence,) 
as I do not recolle& them t to have been noticed, ei- 
1 ther i in our periodical publications, or in private con- 
verſation: the manner however, in which they were 

| firſt. publiſhed, appears to be the true cauſe of the 

obſcurity, f in which they have to long remained; for 
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they are placed at the end of the addenda in animad- 
verſionibus ad LON GI PASTORALIA, by the very learn- 
ed M. ps VIILoIsOx, in his excellent edition of that 
work; I can therefore eaſily believe, that many per- 
ſons may have carefully peruſed that entertaining 
Greek romance, without ſeeing the Odes. N 


1t is now about eleven years ice theſe cules were 
diſcovered, by M. Pallavicini, i in the Palatine Library 
at Rome; a place that well merited the diſtinguiſhed 
honour of preſerving them, as it was on the Palatine 
hill that Auguſtus built the Temple of Apollo, to 
which he afterwards added the famous library, which 


| Horace makes mention of in alluding to the pla- 
e of Celſus: 


— — Monitus, multumque monenduss, 
Privatas ut quaerat opes, et tangere vitet 
Scripta, PALATINUS quaecunque recepit APOLLO; 


and 
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* o N TWO ODE Ss, &, 
and in which it is probable, that the ſeveral works of 


Horace were depoſited, as they came perfect from his 


hands oy for! this library was manifeſtly founded for 
the reception of every literary performance that was 
judged e Linenda ad et levi W aaa arge. 
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1; now wv proceed to grati atify the "reader with a a fight of 


the odes themſelyes; ; to each of which 1 have pre- 


ſumed to ſubjoin a ey curſory obſervations, 3 
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4d YUL TUN FLORUM 


Diſcolor grandem gravat uva ramum ; 
Inſtat Autumnus: 5 glacialis anno 
Mox byems volvente aderit, capillis 


Horrida c canis. 


Jam licet Nymphas tepid fugaces 

Inſequi, lento pede detinendas ; ; 

Et labris captae, ſimulantis i iram 5 
— — 
Jam licet vino madidos vetuſto 

De die hetum recitare carmen : 


F lore, ſi te des hilarem, licebit 
Sumere noctem. i 


Jam vide curas Aquilone ſparſas ? 


Mens viri fortis ſibi conſtat, utrim 
Serius lethi, citiuſye triſtis 
Advolat hora. 
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OBSERFATIONS. 


ULIUS FLORUS, aha. Name 1s at. th head 
J of this ode, 0; certainly the ſame perſon, to a 
whom two epiſtles are addreſſed by our author. 
He ſeems to have been a man of much ingenu- 
ity, learning, and taſte; ; as we learn from Ho- 
race, who Ds. kk on his ſplendid and 
various talents: — — 
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3 - on tibi paroum 
Ingenium, non incultum e eff, nec turpiter hirtum, 
Sell linguam cauf 5 acuis, ſeu civica jura 
Reſpondere haras, ſeu condas amabile carmen, 


Prima feres hederae vidkrici Praemia. 


His intimacy with Horace i is ſufficiently evident, 
5 from the ſtyle of the two epiſtles themſelves; J 
which are written with all the freedom and fa- . 
miliarity of the ftriteſt friendſhip. It appears 
from the ſecond epiſtle of the ſecond book, that 
Florus, when he left Rome, to join the army of 
Tiberius, earneſtly requeſted Horace to write to | 
him; I and eſpecially bound him _ E | promiſe 
to ſend ſome of his odes : ome” 


. quod 
1 tibi non mittam CarMiNA mentdax. = 


quereris — 


Now 
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Now it ſeems to be agreed among commenta- 
tors, that the Carmina here mentioned, ſignify the 
odes; ; and we beg leave to ſhew, from two re- 


ſpectable critics, that this interpretation is war- 
ranted on many other occaſions: M. Dacier — I q 
marks, quand Horace met carmen et carmina tout 
1 ſeul, 1 pbarle de fes odes, de fes vers hyriques: and ä 
M. Sanadon alſo obſerves, que carmen dans Ho- "I 
race, fign ifie ſouvent la poeſie lyrique. In the fol- — 0 | 


lowing lines, our F lorus is deſcribed as an admirer V 


of lyric poetry, in direct oppoſition to the fati- 2 


{ont rao, -- ˙ O 22 


ric, and other ſpecies of poetry : 


Wm. 
ths 


non omnes cadem mirantur amantque. 
| Carmine tu gaudes ; f his deleflatur Jandis ; ; 


le Bioneis ſermonibus, et fale nigro. 
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I am therefore quite at a loſs to determine how 
it came to paſs, that he has been ranked as a 


Roman ; ſatiriſt, on. le comple, . ſays ; Dacier, harmi lo 5 


Poetes Satiriques. We have ſeen above, that he 


was allowed to be well ſkilled as a poet; and 


it is probable, that he confined himſelf. to lyric 


b compoſitions; ; indeed every thing confirms us in 


that opinion; and of that particular paſſage, Seu 


condis amabile carmen, M. Dacier is obliged to con- 


f feſs, that celte exproſſ wn, amabile carmen, convient 


: pourtant : moins ala Satire qu a la Poefie | lyri QUE. 


I cannot alſo but differ in opinion from M. 
Deſprez, and Dr. Francis, who in their interpre- 
tation, have converted amabile carmen into amato- 
rious lays, as 1 think it rather refers to poetry in 


general; and: It is therefore very properly tranſ⸗ 


lated in that ſenſe, by | both Dacier and Sana- 


don. 


2 
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don. The latter of n has given this elegant 
verſion of the whole ſentence : Pour peu que vous 
- Vous la Ne attirer aux Charmes de la Poeſie, 
vous enleverez fans di Reute les premieres couronnes. 
1 imagine there can be no diſpute about the 
meaning of laetum carmen, as it is clearly indicative 
of lyric poetry ; and it occurs in our ode, addreſſ- 
ed to Florus, very fortunately, as confirming what 


we have already advanced, of his fondneſs for that 
- kind of verſe. 


| The plan and ſubje& of this ode, is ſimilar to 


many others of Horace; Vviz. to the fourth of the 
| firſt book ; 


to the ſeventh, and twelfth of the 
| fourth book, 


The firſt of theſe ſeems to have 7 


been written near to the time of the feaſt of Faunus, 


in | the ring, + as our ode apparently was in the 


autumn: 7 
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autumn: they all agree pretty exactly i in the ſame di- 


viſion of the ſubject, that i is, they begin with a de- 


ſcription of the ſeaſon of the year, afterwards recite 


the ſports and feſtivity peculiar to each ſeaſon, and 


conclude with a view of death ; which i is intended as 


a ſtrong Epicurean reaſon for en oying every oppor- 


tunity of pleaſure : and indeed the greater part of 


mankind, have commonly thought, that to defer our 


- pleaſures is n, to loſe them for ever. = 


Ihe ninth ode of the firſt book, may be con- 
ſulted with advantage, as affording a further : B 
luſtration of moſt parts of this ode, and of the i 


Epicurean philoſophy, which Horace ſo frequent- 
I and ae explains. 5 


1 mall not decide whether this ode be either 


ſuperior or inferior to the other performances of 


our author, but 1 think, that in none of them 


do 


4 
4 
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do we obſerve more force of expreſſion and bold- 


neſs of epithets, than in the e of the 


ſeaſons, at the opening of this ode; and the reſt 


of the ode, does likewiſe certainly poſleſs much 


ſweetneſs and elegance. 


A careful reading of the ſeveral odes, which 1 
have referred to, on nearly the ſame ſubjeets, will 
tend to confirm our admiration of this excellent 
poet, by ſhewing, as M. Sanadon, and Dr. Fran- 
cis have remarked, the fruitfulneſs of a genius, 
which could copy itſelf without repetitions, or 


rather, which knew how to imitate, without co- 


bying itſelf. 
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LIB, 1, OBE x. 


Ad LIBRUM SU . 


Dulci libello nemo ſodalium 
Forſan meorum charior extitit. 


De te merenti quid fidelis 


 Officium domino rependes ? * 


Te Roma cautum territat ardua ? 
Depone vanos invidiae metus ; 


' Urbiſque fidens dignitati, 


Per plateas animoſus audi. 


En quo furentes Eumenidum choros 


Disjecit almo fulmine Jupiter ? 
Huic ara ſtabit, fama cantu 


Perpetuo celebranda creſcet. 


FLAC CI 


- x 


po 


OBSERYATIONS. 


1 EERE is no * to believe, that hs odes : 


of Horace are placed in the order i in which 


they were written, but according to the poet' s fan- 
cy, or rather according to accident; ; for it ap- 
pears, that he Was regardleſs af. any other ar- 
rangement, in forming his odes into books, than 
that of dedicating the firſt book of his odes, fa- 


tires, 
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32 on Ho GDE3 5 
tires, and epiſtles, to his friend and patron Mzcenas; 
and of adding to each book, by way of epilogue, 
a mew: that might give an elegant ing 


It appears ſo evidently to be the intention of 
Horace to conclude each bock in the manner 
now mentioned, that it is both allowable, and rea- 
ſonable to conjecture, that thoſe books are in- Z 
complete which do not end with a poem of 
that kind: and particularly the very conſideration 
that Horace Has been attentive to this citcum- | 
tance, in the ſecond, and third book of odes, 
leads us 1 believe that the firſt book, which 
might ſeem to require it more than the othets, 
would not be without this os. ornament © f a 
handſome colleftion of ent 9 Ming 5 


we. A 


Nov 
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Now what ode could be better adapted, than 
the preſent, for the concluſion of the firſt regular 
Work of a poet, who was yet a timorous can- 


didate for reputation, and who was going to 


appear, for the firſt time, before the public : A 


very delicate and critical ſituation, of which no 
man, we may fafely athrm, could be more ſen- 


ſible than Horace was; he has. therefore written 5 


this | ode with | much dexterity. 


We alſo obſerve, and admire, in this ode, the 
f ſame kind of allegory, which gives ſo much 
beauty to his addreſs Ad Librum Suum, which 

concludes the firſt book of epililes. | There his 

book. is repreſented, as a child unwillingly con- 
fined at home, and wiſhing earneſtly for liberty ; ; 


here It is exhibited, as a ſervant boy, who, hav- 
ing experienced much f oltering care, naturally 


D E diſcover 
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diſcovers a great degree of timidity and reluc- 


tancy, at t being now oye to go forth into the i 
world. | 


his ode therefore appears worthy, and well 
fitted to be annexed to the firſt publication of 


| Horace: and as a collateral proof that it is the 


production of this delightful poet, may be men- . | 


tioned, the effect of reading it, with the laſt odes 
: of the ſecond and third books, in regular ſuc- 
ceſſion ; ;” by which we are not only convinced, 
that the different works (Libri) of Horace, were 5 
ſeparately publiſhed ; but we are ſtruck with the | 
moſt evident marks of increaſing courage, and 
| progreſſive confidence, in the merits of his works, 
and of his future fame. The laſt ode of the 
ſecond book, (of which Scaliger, whoſe judgment 


is excellent, when he does not indulge his natural 
ſpleen, 
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ſpleen, ſays, Oden hanc magni ſpiritds, et tanto dig- 


nam ingen io,) ſhews his determination to truſt his 


reputation with futurity; being well aſſured, that, 
as long as he lives, he ſhall be expoſed to envy, 
as all eminent men have always been. But the 
laſt ode of the third book is written in a very 
high ſtyle, and openly aſſerts his claim to the 
praiſes of poſterity, and to immortality : in it alſo 


* manifeſted, to uſe the words of M. Sanadon, 8 


* intention du Pocte, qui 1 4 regardde comme ia cliture 


de Jo Poiefs Lyriques. 


We know that the fourth book was added at 
the inſtance of Auguſtus ; and that it contains 
many excellent odes, and particularly one to 
Melpomene, which has long been the delight and 


| admiration of ſcholars: it appears to me, that 


this ode was expreſsly written, to be placed at 
E 2 — the 
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the end of this book, after the manner of thoſe 

above mentioned; but how it came to be miſ⸗ 
placed, cannot now be determined. 


The odes in this book, are certainly deranged 
from their original order; for it is reaſonable to 
expect, that the book, which was publiſhed at the 
requeſt of Auguſtus, would not have appeared 
without a dedication of the firſt ode to that 
Prince, in conformity to the cultom of Horace, = 
- addfeſſing Mæcenas on many occaſions; 3 and 
even Auguſtus himſelf i in the ſecond book of epiſ- 
tles; if therefore it were allowable to arrange 
theſe odes anew, | 1 would recommend one of the 
| gdes to Auguſtus, to be placed at the beginning, 
and that to Melpomene, at the ng. of this 
43 eee e 10 
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To return to our ode; I confeſs that I do 
not think it deficient either in correctneſs, har- 
mony, and happy expreſſion, for which the odes 
of Horace have ever been both admired and 
extolled : and the vein of piety alſo at the con- 
cluſion of it, for the protection with which, he 

| flatters himſelf, he ſhall be favoured, againſt the 
envy and malice of mankind, cannot but be con- 


4 ſidered as one of its greateſt beauties, 


Upon the whole, I think it may be conclud- 
4 ene "EY firſt book, 6 * 1 at- 


.tention of Horace, to to form each book, that is 


adorned, ; 


„% o r o bigs 
adorned, as it were, with a peroration, of a re- 
gular number of odes: thus the ſecond book 
has twenty, the third book thirty, and the firſt 

book of epiſtles twenty ; = is therefore very pro- 
| bable, that the firſt book of odes was originally 
* of * 


It is worthy of remark, that, in neither of theſe 
odes, do we meet with any of thoſe bold poe- 
a tical licences, Which occaſion great torture ww” 
tranſlators and interpreters, but which were proba- 
| bly much admired by the Romans themſelves ; 
as Cervix roſea; ; brackia purpured candidiora nive ; . 
nemorum comae; Oc. ä &c. Al which clearly de- 
monſtrate, how much is loſt by the Latin having 
become a dead language, which confines our at- 
tention to verbal meaning. It muſt therefore be 
conſidered as a happy W that no ſuch 
expreſſions 


O F H R E. 39 
expreſſions occur in theſe odes ; ; for I have no 


doubt, but that very remarkable one, olentis U.XOTES 


mariti, had it unluckily appeared in them for the 


_ firſt time, would have been condemned as un- 


worthy of the Latin tongue; and perhaps the 
odes themſelves, from that cauſe only, might have 
| ſhared the ſame fate: |; ſo difficult is it for us 
to form juſt conceptions of the beauties of the 


ancient languages, or to reconcile ourſelves to any 


new and uncommol! mode of expreſſion. 


4 am ſenſible however, Um we ought to be . 
_— cautious, with regard to what we re- 
ceive under the venerable name of” antiquity ; ; at 
7 the ſame time, 1 am not ignorant that 46 the parts 
1 of works, not regularly brought to light are apt 
W to raiſe a ſuſpicion of forgery ; F and that they 
6 « therefore commonly undergo a more rigid ex- 
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